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Immanuel’s Advent
Nativity Stories
Purpose
Immanuel is one of God’s many names, which means “God
is with us.” John 1:14 teaches that Jesus left his home in
heaven to come to earth and experience a human life
where we could see and interact with him. “Advent” is the
Church’s annual celebration of Jesus’ Christ’s birth. Advent
season serves two purposes: 1) to celebrate Jesus’ birth &
life, and 2) to anticipate & pray for the return of our King.
Story List
1. Isaiah 7
2. Isaiah 9
3. Isaiah 11
4. Luke 1
5. Luke 1
6. Luke 1
7. Luke 1
8. Luke 2
9. Luke 2
10. Luke 2
11. Matthew 2
12. Matthew 2

Immanuel Prophecy
Peaceful Prince
Righteous King
Baptizer Prophecy
Mary’s Angel Visitor
Mary’s Song
Merciful Savior Prophecy
Jesus’ Birth
Angels Visit Shepherds
Messiah Dedication
Stargazer’s Adventure
Massacre Deliverance
Overview

How can it be that God loves us so much that he came in
the flesh to rescue our souls and reunite us to himself?
From ancient prophecies of Jesus’ nativity to real time
dangers facing God’s infant Messiah, this story set will help
you remember and spread the word about God’s Word. The
name Jesus means “He will save the nations from our sins.”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, for our Glory King
entered human flesh and now cultivates his kingdom in us!
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How To Follow Jesus Every Day
Rest, Receive, & Release
Rest - flame - Our greatest need will always be to rest in
Jesus and be refreshed daily in his presence. The fire
illustrates our focus every day on keeping our love for God
stoked and blazing brightly. Let us enjoy his friendship.
Receive - cloud & rainbow - Rest and renewal open up our
hearts to receive God’s Word. The Bible brims over with
hundreds of living, breathing stories. We are people of
revelation; we depend upon the Holy Spirit to teach us
Truth in God’s Word. We listen to and meditate upon stories.
Release - wave & water - God’s Word within our hearts &
minds opens up our lives to practice whatever we learn. We
receive stories and then release them to others as the Holy
Spirit guides. We are overflowing fountains of generosity.
We see this pattern in Luke 19:1-10, Jesus visits Zacchaeus
in his home, and they rest together in God’s presence. Next,
Jesus teaches his new disciple about the kingdom of
heaven. Then, Zacchaeus believes Jesus’ stories, and the
Holy Spirit guides him to repent and live generously!
Our Kingdom Identity > We are God’s sons & daughters.
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Gathering Guide
Acts 2:37-47, 1 Corinthians 12
Description: These drawings illustrate diﬀerent spiritual
activities disciples do whenever we gather in Jesus’ name.
Let us pray, and let the Holy Spirit guide each gathering.
Praise: family, flames, flag - singing, praising, prophesying
Stories: cloud & crown - discuss Bible stories
Compassion: heart - share struggles, encourage
Deliverance: broken chains - pray for freedom & healing
Generosity: pouring cup - giving, serving, helping, blessing
Community: table, bread, cup - share a meal, communion
Grow: road, water - share life lessons, baptize new disciples
Mission: fishing pole, fish - pray for the Church & all nations
Vision: bow & arrow - share next steps in the Holy Spirit
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Disciple Map > Pray + Tell
Luke 10:1-20
Vision > The Storytellers Bible project exists to raise up a
generation of Spirit-filled, storytelling disciple makers.
In Luke 10, Jesus sent his followers out on a freedom trip to
greet neighbors, enter homes, and share Bible stories. He
taught them to search for and identify Prepared Receivers:
people prepared by the Holy Spirit to receive Jesus’ peace.
As you draw these stories about Jesus’ Nativity, pray with
us for faith & courage from our Messiah King. Whom is God
asking me to pray for? Who will hear these stories from me?
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Immanuel Prophecy Story
Isaiah 7:10-16
David’s House - house, crown, rod & staﬀ, stars - Let me tell
you a story about God revealing his plan to save the world
to one of King David’s descendants.
Isaiah & Ahaz - prophet & king - God spoke the revelation
through the prophet Isaiah to King Ahaz. God gave the
message to the kingdom of Judah, the ancestor line Jesus
will come from. Jesus will become the Lion of Judah!
Messiah Sign - virgin & baby - The nation of Israel always
wanted a powerful human king. God unveiled the sign of
Israel’s Messiah: a divine king will be born to a virgin.
Promised Victory - sword & crowns - During his reign, Ahaz
was afraid of two great kings threatening war. These
kingdoms will be defeated, then God will send the Savior.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
7

Peaceful Prince Story
Isaiah 9:1-7
Hope Dawns - dark land & sunrise - Let me tell you a story
about God’s Messiah, how he will be like a sunrise over a
dark, forgotten land bringing hope & peace to all nations.
War’s End - warrior & harvest - Fruitful farmers will arise out
of perished warrior’s ashes. Overwhelming joy will flow out
of devastating oppression. Harvest will arise out of famine.
Peaceful Prince - prince & dove - Israel has only known
wartime in almost every generation. God’s Messiah will be a
Peacemaking Prince: a special and radical agent of rest.
Justice Kingdom - rod, staﬀ, balance scales - The Messiah’s
power source will be heaven rather than earthly
knowledge. He will shepherd Israel with pure & holy justice.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Righteous King Story
Isaiah 11:1-9
Fruitful Roots - tree stump & fruitful branch - Let me tell you
a story about the Messiah’s origin. He will be a fruitful
descendant of Jesse’s bloodline: the same family as David.
Bondage Breaker - warrior king & broken chains - The
Messiah’s decisions will relieve suﬀering. He will liberate
slaves and provide for the unmet needs of outcasts.
Fearless Culture - serpent & child - Under the Messiah’s
rule, predators will become peaceful, and victims will
receive healing and walk in victory. His land will be safe.
World Peace - sea, mountain, sunrise - Through the
Messiah’s message, all nations will discover Israel’s God,
learn his wisdom, and follow his ways into eternal life.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Baptizer Prophecy Story
Luke 1:5-25
Faithful Priest - man, altar, flame, fragrance, temple - Let me
tell you a story about the origins of John Baptizer, the
Messiah’s Herald. His father Zechariah was a faithful priest.
Angel Prophecy - angel, cloud, mother, baby - God sent the
angel Gabriel to visit Zechariah at the temple. Elizabeth was
infertile, and they mourned not having children. Gabriel
prophesied they would soon conceive a son.
Anointed Awakening - prophet, heart, crown, woman - Their
son John will prepare Israel to meet Jesus the Messiah. He
will be free of addictions. He will remind Israel of Elijah.
Silent Joy - husband & pregnant wife - Zechariah doubted,
so God made him temporarily mute. He went home after his
service, and Elizabeth got pregnant. They were overjoyed!
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Mary’s Angel Visitor Story
Luke 1:26-45
Gabriel’s Message - angel & Mary - Let me tell you a story
about God sending Gabriel the angel to prepare the virgin
Mary to become the mother of Jesus Christ: the Son of God.
David’s Heir - Jesus & God - Gabriel carried a message from
heaven to Mary, that God was with her and favored her, and
she would give birth to God’s Son; heir to David’s throne.
Divine Power - Mary, cloud, flame - Since Mary was a virgin,
she was confused. Gabriel explained that the Holy Spirit’s
presence would surround her with divine power & blessing.
Kingdom Faith - Mary, Elizabeth, cloud, crown - After Gabriel
left, Mary went to visit her relative Elizabeth. She rejoiced at
Mary’s faith after baby John Baptizer leaped inside of her.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Mary’s Song
Luke 1:46-56
Blessed Generations - crown, cross, two girls, boy - Let me
tell you a story about the song Mary sang. She praised God
for blessing all generations through her son Jesus Messiah.
Caring King - king, man - Mary celebrated God’s merciful
compassion and kindness to faithful, broken people. The
Mighty One loves and lifts up the humble who have fallen.
Righteous Justice - woman, stage, man - Mary praised God
for humbling the proud and exalting the poor. God knows
the true nature of our hearts. He dethrones wicked leaders.
Promised Provision - house, open door, table, meal - Mary
praised God for fulfilling his promises to Abraham. God
feeds the poor and gives mercy to Israel his special people.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Merciful Savior Prophecy Story
Luke 1:67-80
Salvation Horn - speaking man, flame, house, horn, oil - Let
me tell you a story about Zechariah’s prophecy. He called
Jesus the Salvation Horn: a Savior from King David’s family.
Abraham’s Promise - kneeling man, cloud, stars, crown Jesus is the sign of God’s promises to Abraham fulfilled.
God promised to rescue Israel from bloodthirsty enemies.
Messiah Herald - John, road, cross, Jesus, crown - John the
Baptizer will prepare Israel to receive their Savior & King.
John will be a powerful ambassador for Jesus the Messiah!
Peace Awakening - dark land, road, sunrise, cloud, city John & Jesus’ ministries reveal to Israel the way of peace.
Slaves will find freedom; God’s light will shine in darkness.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Jesus’ Birth Story
Luke 2:1-7
Census Decree - man speaking, crown, castle - Let me tell
you a story about why Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The
Roman emperor commanded a census of the empire.
Bethlehem Journey - two towns & road - Joseph & Mary
traveled to Bethlehem, King David’s city, to register their
family. Joseph fulfilled prophecy being David’s descendant.
Expectant Traveler - pregnant woman, donkey, man - Mary
was pregnant and engaged to be married to Joseph. The
journey to Joseph’s hometown was long and challenging.
Humble Beginnings - woman, man, baby, manger, crown,
flame - There was no room to stay in Bethlehem, so God’s
Son was born in an animal stable and slept in a feed trough.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Angels Visit Shepherds Story
Luke 2:8-20
Shepherd Invitation - shepherd & sheep - Let me tell you a
story about some shepherds who witnessed thousands of
angels singing and praising God the Father in the heavens.
Angel Announcement - angel, manger, baby, crown, flame An angel visited some shepherds and gave them a sign of
God’s salvation: a baby wrapped in cloth lying in a manger.
Glory Vision - earth, stars, throne, shining crown - Many
angels sang about God’s glory come to earth through
Jesus. They sang a blessing of his favor over all the nations.
Gospel Celebration - rod, staﬀ, man, woman - The
shepherds left the fields to visit the baby Savior. They saw
the sign and praised God! Mary treasured these memories.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Messiah Dedication Story
Luke 2:21-38
Savior’s Name - woman, baby, road, city - Let me tell a story
about Joseph & Mary oﬃcially giving their son the name
Jesus, and how they traveled to Jerusalem to dedicate him.
Moses’ Law - altar, dove, flame - Joseph & Mary fulfilled
Moses’ commands about dedicating newborns. Jesus was
circumcised, and they oﬀered a burnt sacrifice of two birds.
Simeon’s Praise - man, baby, stars, earth, cross, flames God had told an old prophet named Simeon that he would
meet the Messiah. Simeon held Jesus and prophesied that
he will bless Israel and be the salvation light for all nations.
Anna’s Testimony - two women & baby - An old prophetess
blessed Jesus saying God will redeem Israel through him.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Stargazer’s Adventure Story
Matthew 2:1-12
Eastern Sages - man, telescope, star - Let me tell you a
story about some wise men from the Middle East who saw
the star over Bethlehem and traveled to worship Jesus.
Bethlehem Shepherd - house, rod & staﬀ, crown, star Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, Micah the
prophet had foretold about Israel’s future shepherd king.
Sinister Assignment - snake, king, man, road, house, star Herod wanted to kill Jesus because the newborn king was
a threat to him. He sent them to find Jesus and report back.
Treasured Gifts - bowing man, shining chest, woman, baby The star led the sages to the feet of Israel’s infant king.
They worshipped him, and gave expensive gifts. They went
home secretly after God warned them of danger in a dream.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Massacre Deliverance Story
Matthew 2:13-18
Dream Warning - bed, man, angel, cloud - Let me tell you a
story about God sending an angel to save Jesus’ life by
warning Joseph in a dream about Herod’s massacre plans.
Egypt Sanctuary - woman, baby, man, road, pyramids - The
angel commanded Joseph to flee to Egypt to escape the
murderous Herod, fulfilling the prophet Hosea’s foretelling.
Enraged Slaughter - warrior, woman, baby - When Herod
learned the astrologers had disobeyed him, he sent
soldiers to destroy every baby boy two years and under.
Weeping Prophecy - woman, tears, cloud, man, flame Jeremiah the prophet had predicted this deadly event,
saying many mothers would grieve their children’s deaths.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Storytellers Game
A storyteller is someone who speaks stories to others.
Consider this recent news release from the International
Orality Network (ION 2018, orality.net):
“There are 5.7 billion people in our world who are oral
learners. They are found in many cultural groups in the
villages and in global cities around the world. We recognize
that 80% of the world’s population can’t, won’t, or don’t
hear the Gospel when we share it simply because it’s often
coming to them through literate means they don’t
understand and to which they do not relate.”
We developed our Storytellers Bible project in response to
ION’s Declaration of Action:
“We call upon the Body of Christ to devote energies,
strategies, and resources to provide access for all oral
learners to engage the entire Word of God through audiodigital means, so that every tribe, every tongue, and every
people group may hear, understand, and have the
opportunity to respond!”
Are you up for our Storytellers Game Challenge?
The following pages contain only the drawings from our
Immanuel’s Advent story set. A fun memory game awaits!
Without looking back at the story lessons, can you…
•
•
•
•

Identify the stories and Bible chapters?
Use the drawings to tell each story?
Draw each story yourself with only the story name?
Create your own drawings for each story?

Ready, set, go!
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Maranatha Prayer
The word MARANATHA means, “Our Lord has come,”
“Our Lord will return,” and, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Let’s pray.
Abba Father, you are our Salvation Creator. While we were
dead in our sins and condemned to hell for our rebellion,
you made a way where it seemed impossible for us to be
healed. We are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb,
restored as sons & daughters of your heavenly kingdom,
and given eternal life through Jesus’ holiness. (John 3:16-18)
Lord Jesus, you are Zion’s Peace Making Prince! Your
people forsook your love and ran after satanic gods and
demonic idols. You left heaven’s comforts to rescue sinful
slaves. Now God the Father has given you all authority in all
heavenly realms and here on earth. Your kingdom is
glorious, your love is awesome, your salvation is eternal,
and your justice has defeated the devil’s rage. (Isaiah 9:6-7)
Holy Spirit, you are our Second Immanuel. Jesus came,
lived, died, rose, and ascended. Then, he sent you at
Pentecost to advocate for heaven and help the Church
fulfill the Great Commission. Spirit of Grace & Wisdom,
ignite within our hearts a fresh love for God. Spirit of Truth,
guide us in the knowledge and glory of Jesus. Wonderful
Counselor, we need your help to live in harmony, rejoice in
suﬀering, and embrace the forsaken. (Romans 12:9-16)
All Nations Guiding Light, help us to
perceive how you are moving in our
generation. Grant us strength to
make room for your Holy Spirit in
our hearts & desires. Now, lead
us in your righteous wisdom &
redemptive ways. (Isaiah 42:5-9)
Maranatha!
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