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David Stories
“Shepherd King”
Purpose
David’s life gives us hope. Despite all of his personal and
public failures, God still loved, forgave, and blessed him
and his family. From shepherd to warrior to king, we witness
the glory of God shining brightly through one man’s lifetime.
Storytelling through David’s life helps us to see the gospel
clearly: a Loving Creator saves sinners and makes us sons.
Story List
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)

1 Samuel 16 - Samuel Anoints David
1 Samuel 17 - Victorious Boy Warrior
1 Samuel 25 - David Marries Abigail
2 Samuel 6 - Dancing King
2 Samuel 7 - David’s Covenant
2 Samuel 7 - David’s Grateful Heart
2 Samuel 11 - David’s Wicked Heart
2 Samuel 12 - David’s Broken Heart
2 Samuel 22 - David’s Rescue Song
2 Samuel 23 - David’s Legacy
2 Samuel 24 - David’s Disaster
1 Kings 2:1-12 - David’ Death
Overview

Israel wanted a king, so God gave them Saul. But Saul’s
heart was wicked, so God raised up a new king from a
sheep pasture. David was unknown to Israel the day he
beheaded Goliath the giant, but from that moment on, his
fame and fortune grew and multiplied until he sat on Israel’s
throne. As a military leader, David experienced astonishing
battlefield victories. As an anointed king, he led Israel into a
full generation of peacetime. As a man, he failed morally
often and modeled for all disciples a journey of forgiveness.
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Gathering Guide

Description: These drawings illustrate diﬀerent spiritual
activities disciples do whenever we gather in Jesus’ name.
Let us pray, and let the Holy Spirit guide each gathering.
Scriptures: Acts 2:37-47, Luke 10:1-20, 1 Corinthians 12
Praise: family, flames, flag - Singing songs in Spirit and
Truth, walking with the Holy Spirit, living by faith every day
Bible Discussion: cloud & crown - discuss Bible stories
Compassion: heart - share struggles and encourage
Deliverance: broken chains - pray for healing and freedom
Generosity: pouring cup - giving, serving, helping, blessing
Community: table, bread, cup - share a meal & communion
Grow: road, water - share life lessons, baptize new disciples
Mission: fishing pole, fish - pray for the lost and all nations
Vision: bow & arrow - share next steps in the Holy Spirit
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Samuel Anoints David Story
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Royal Anointing - horn & oil - Let me tell you a story about
how the prophet Samuel found Israel’s King David. God
sent Samuel to find and bless King Saul’s successor.
Pure Heart - heart & crown - God rejected Saul as king of
Israel because of his rebellious heart. He sent Samuel to
find a new king with a passion for loving and obeying God.
Faithful Shepherd - shepherd, flame, sheep - Samuel
thought he knew the next king on sight, but he was wrong.
God saw young David’s faithful heart and chose him to lead.
Consecrated King - two men & flame - Samuel sent for
David from the pastures. He anointed David with holy oil in
his family’s presence, and the Holy Spirit rested upon him.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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Victorious Boy Warrior Story
1 Samuel 17
Giant Enemy - huge warrior & boy - Let me tell you a story
about how a brave youth killed a terrifying giant champion.
Widespread Fear - running coward - The Israeli and
Philistine armies were camped on opposite sides of a
valley. Goliath the giant dared any soldier from Israel to
fight. Everyone ran away, afraid of his intimidating power.
Lion Slayer - lion face - David, Jesse’s youngest son, visited
his brothers in the army to bring them food. He told King
Saul he could defeat the giant, because he already killed
both a lion and bear to protect his flock.
Glorious Triumph - boy, sword, giant head - David fought
the giant, killed him, and cut oﬀ his head with his sword.
Israel won a great victory over their sworn enemy that day.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
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David Marries Abigail Story
1 Samuel 25
Royal Shepherd - king, sword, staﬀ, sheep - Let me tell you
a story about how a brave woman saved a king from
massacring a whole family led by a greedy, selfish fool.
Greedy Fool - man, table, bread, cup - David asked a
nearby house lord Nabal for provisions for his warriors for
protecting his sheep. Nabal insulted David and refused.
Vengeance Plan - king, sword, shield, prostrate woman David was enraged and took his warriors to destroy Nabal.
Nabal’s wife Abigail intervened and begged for mercy.
Unforeseen Marriage - king & wife - Because of Abigail’s
wisdom and generosity, he forgave Nabal. Nabal was struck
with fear and died. David asked Abigail to become his wife.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
7

Dancing King Story
2 Samuel 6
Almighty’s Ark - two men & ark - Let me tell you a story
about the time David danced for joy in front of all Israel.
Burning Anger - corpse, table, king - David took an army to
retrieve God’s holy ark and bring it to Jerusalem. On the
journey, Uzzah touched the ark, and God killed him for his
disobedience. David was angry at God and became afraid.
Celebration Parade - flag & jumping king - David kept the
ark away until he heard that God blessed the family
keeping it at their house. David called for a festival and
brought the ark into the city, dancing joyfully in the streets.
Infertility Curse - grieving woman - David’s wife Michal
despised David’s public display and rebuked him after the
celebration. God cursed her pride with lifelong barrenness.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Covenant Story
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Temporary Home - tent & cloud - Let me tell you a story
about God’s decision to consecrate David’s dynasty as his
chosen, eternal source of heavenly kingdom blessings.
Nathan’s Prophecy - two men, flame, crown - After God
established David’s leadership, David saw God’s presence
still dwelling in a tent and desired to build a temple for him.
Future Kingdom - shining city & cloud - God gave a
visionary message to the prophet Nathan. God promised to
set apart David’s lineage for eternal blessings. God gave
him a vision of a dominion that would never be destroyed.
Devoted Descendants - man, boy, house, two crowns - God
instructed David to wait. He said David’s future son will
build the temple, and his bloodline will be blessed forever.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Grateful Heart Story
2 Samuel 7:18-29
Royal Revelation - crown speaking & king - Let me tell you
a story about David receiving God’s promises in prayer.
Righteous Kingdom - throne, crown, cloud - In response to
Nathan’s prophecy about his blessed future, David sat
down and prayed, bursting forth praise and gratitude. He
was astonished that his Sovereign God would speak to him.
Wonderful Deliverance - pyramid & serpent - David testified
to the great faithfulness of God: choosing Israel as his
people, delivering them from bondage, loving them forever.
Blessed Household - praying king, house, cloud - David
received God’s blessings, sealing the prophecy in prayer.
He asked for his family to be a blessing in every generation.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Wicked Heart Story
2 Samuel 11
Betrayal Aﬀair - king & pregnant woman - Let me tell you a
story about how King David betrayed one of his friends.
Secret Sins - king, soldier, wine cups - David remained in
Jerusalem while his army left for war. He saw Uriah’s wife
bathing and slept with her. She became pregnant, and
David tried to cover it up by ordering Uriah back home.
Malicious Murder - city & sword - When Uriah would not
sleep with his wife to cover up David’s aﬀair, the king sent
him back to the war with orders to be killed, and he died.
Bittersweet Birth - king, woman, baby - After Bathsheba
mourned her husband’s death, David married her. But God
was angry with David for his violent, hypocritical decisions.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Broken Heart Story
2 Samuel 12:1-25
Beloved Lamb - altar, lamb, knife - Let me tell you a story
about the day King David’s infant son died.
Diabolical Division - woman, king, fallen man - God was
enraged by David’s murder of Uriah. He sent the prophet
Nathan to tell David a story about the death of an innocent
lamb, and how his death plot against Uriah was pure evil.
Violence Curse - crown, house, sword - God judged David.
His punishment was future brutality in all generations of his
family tree. What David did secretly would happen publicly.
Death & Life - tombstone, king, baby - David’s son became
very ill. He begged God for mercy, but the child died. After
grieving, David and Bathsheba had a son named Solomon.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Rescue Song
2 Samuel 22
Singing King - king kneeling & singing - Let me tell you
about King David’s song praising God as his Deliverer.
Heaven’s Power - flame, cloud, lightning - After God
established peace for Israel under David’s rule, David wrote
a celebration song. He sang about God’s heavenly glory,
describing the global spectacle of his breathtaking power.
Sovereign Companion - two kings, shepherd rods, cloud David described God as faithful and just: a wise advisor, a
protective guardian, a mighty warrior fighting all our battles.
Uplifting Relief - king, flag, man kneeling - David testified
that God had always loved and provided for him, pulling
him out of pitfalls and honoring him with many blessings.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Legacy Story
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Last Message - king speaking, throne, waves - Let me tell
you about King David’s final deathbed words to Israel.
Righteous Ruler - platform, king speaking, flame - David
testified that God made him a hero of Israel. He was
anointed by God to speak words from the Holy Spirit. David
said the key to great leadership is surrendering to God.
Salvation Spectacle - hill, grass, sunrise - David said godly
leadership is on display for a nation to see clearly. When
God blesses a king, the nation flourishes under divine favor.
Refiner’s Fire - thorns & flame - David testifies that God
cares most about our hearts. God will prune us; filtering our
lives with his holiness. He will bless those who are faithful,
and he will condemn and curse those who choose evil.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Disaster Story
2 Samuel 24
Crown Idolatry - castle & crown - Let me tell you about the
day King David brought a devastating curse upon Israel.
Judgment Angel - angel & two swords - King David
disobeyed God and made his military generals take a
census of Israel’s forces. God was very angry, and David
chose his punishment: a three-day deadly plague from God.
Grieving Shepherd - kneeling king - Seventy thousand
people in the land of Israel died during the epidemic. David
saw the devastation, and his heart broke over his pride.
Restoration Altar - altar, animal sacrifice, flames, smoke God sent the prophet Gad to teach David how to restore
Israel. David bought Araunah’s threshing floor and oﬀered
burnt sacrifices. God forgave David and ended the plague.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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David’s Death Story
1 Kings 2:1-12
Father’s Blessing - two men & crown - Let me tell you about
the day King David blessed Solomon as Israel’s new king.
Moses’ Message - path, prophet, waves - David was about
to depart, so he gave final instructions to his son. He
charged Solomon to embrace Moses’ message about
obedience: seek God, listen to his voice, and fulfill his will.
Life & Death - king, sword, table, bread, cup - David gave
Solomon life and death assignments: to judge and destroy
violent men, but honor and care for faithful men as family.
Dedicated Kingdom - two crowns & cloud - God established
David’s kingdom despite all of his failures. God kept all his
covenant promises to David. Many generations later, God
sent Jesus through David’s family to save the world.
Storyteller Discipleship
The following activities will help you remember the story,
apply wisdom to your own life, and tell the story to others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Listen to the story. Draw the story.
Tell the story with the drawings.
Draw your own pictures to illustrate the story.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom in the story.
Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next?
Go and tell the story to someone. Discuss the story.
Disciple others to become Spirit-filled storytellers.
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How To Follow Jesus Every Day
Rest Receive Release

Rest - flame & arrow - Our greatest need will always be to
rest in Jesus and be refreshed daily in his presence. The
fire illustrates our focus every day on keeping our love for
God stoked and blazing brightly. During this time, we praise,
pray, delight, enjoy, quiet our hearts, and practice peace.
Receive - cloud & rainbow - Rest and renewal open up our
hearts to receive God’s Word. The Bible brims over with
hundreds of living, breathing stories. We are people of
revelation: our lives, leadership, and decisions must always
be grounded in both the Word and Holy Spirit. During this
time, we meditate on God’s Word, reflecting on Scripture,
soaking in Jesus’ Truth, receiving his wisdom and power.
Release - wave & water - Processing God’s Word in our
minds opens up our lives to practice whatever we learn. We
receive stories and then release them to others as the Holy
Spirit guides. What we receive, we now overflow to those
around us. During this time, we ask, “Holy Spirit, what are
you leading me to do today? Whose lives do you want me
to invest in today?” We follow him every day in faith & trust.
Our Storyteller’s Identity > We are God’s sons & daughters.
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Maranatha Prayer
The word “Maranatha” means, “Our Lord has come,” “Our
Lord will return,” and “Come, Lord Jesus!” Let’s pray.
Abba Father, you are the Deliverer of our Souls. You have
made a way through the victorious blood of Jesus Messiah
on Calvary’s cross for us to become your sons & daughters.
We rejoice in your amazing grace. You are worthy of our
praise, for you do not delay giving help to those in need,
guiding us with wisdom in every decision. (Psalm 40:16-17)
Lord Jesus, you are the Root & Oﬀspring of David. Because
he had a heart of pure love for God, his bloodline became a
righteous channel for your salvation ministry to all nations.
You are the Bright Morning Star who fills the celestial
tapestries with the praise of angels, cherubim, and
seraphim. We join with the Holy Spirit, crying out “Return
soon!” Let all nations destroy their idols, reject the enemy’s
deceptions, and drink the Living Water! (Revelation 22:16-17)
Holy Spirit, sometimes we grieve your heart and suppress
your voice. In this desperate hour of need, we repent of our
pride and receive your forgiveness. Never let us depart
from your presence. Baptize our sins in glory and renew our
broken hearts with a fresh covenant love for the Father.
Renew your wonderworking power within our souls and
restore a steadfast spirit in us to worship. (Psalm 51:9-10)
Strength of Israel, make our generation
like David, a man who ran after your
heart, danced with all his strength,
wrote beautiful hymns of praise to
the Almighty, and opened the
door for all nations to enter your
holy kingdom. (1 Samuel 15:28-29)
Maranatha!
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