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Freedom Stories 
“Open Doors” 

Purpose 

To “struggle” means to make intentional efforts to throw off 
any restraint, to escape bondage; a mission to become free. 
“Freedom” is the eternal realm of the free: baptized in love, 
liberated from slavery, and walking in the Holy Spirit. Our 
team has identified twelve common struggles people 
experience, and these stories are answers to the questions 
they ask while suffering, desperately crying out for help. 

Story List 

1)   Addiction - Lost Sons (Luke 15) 
2)   Confusion - Jehoshaphat’s Prayer (2 Chronicles 20) 
3)   Danger - Fierce Windstorm (Luke 8) 
4)   Discouragement - Elijah’s Despair (1 Kings 19) 
5)   Evil - Gerasene Deliverance (Mark 5) 
6)   Grief - Hannah’s Sorrow (1 Samuel 1) 
7)   Health - Centurion’s Faith (Matthew 8) 
8)   Integrity - Joseph’s Temptation (Genesis 39) 
9)   Loneliness - Jesus’ Family (Mark 3) 
10)  Peace - Suffering Woman (Luke 8) 
11)   Provision - Feeding 5,000 (Mark 6) 
12)   Values - Wealthy Seeker (Mark 10) 

Overview 

All humanity is under the curse of Adam & Eve’s Fall, and 
until the return of Jesus Christ, our struggles will include 
addiction, confusion, danger, discouragement, evil, sorrow, 
health, integrity, loneliness, peace, provision, and values. 
Praise Jesus! He has sent the Holy Spirit as our Wonderful 
Counselor to live with love, joy, peace, hope, patience, 
kindness, righteousness, faith, gentleness, discipline, 
compassion, perseverance, forgiveness, and courage. 
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Gathering Guide 

Description: These drawings illustrate different spiritual 
activities disciples do whenever we gather in Jesus’ name. 
Let us pray, and let the Holy Spirit guide each gathering. 
Scriptures: Acts 2:37-47, Luke 10:1-20, 1 Corinthians 12 

Praise: family, flames, flag - Singing songs in Spirit and 
Truth, walking with the Holy Spirit, living by faith every day 

Bible Discussion: cloud & crown - discuss Bible stories 

Compassion: heart - share struggles and encourage 

Deliverance: broken chains - pray for healing and freedom 

Generosity: pouring cup - giving, serving, helping, blessing 

Community: table, bread, cup - share a meal & communion 

Grow: road, water - share life lessons, baptize new disciples 

Mission: fishing pole, fish - pray for the lost and all nations 

Vision: bow & arrow - share next steps in the Holy Spirit 
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Lost Sons Story 
Luke 15:11-32 

Reckless Fool - man, stick, bag, money - Let me tell you a 
story about a loving father and his two lost sons. 

Wealthy Feast - table, food, cup - The first son asked for his 
inheritance early and traveled far away. He lived as a 
wealthy man and hosted many feasts for his friends. 

Destitute Servant - suffering man & pig - The young man 
spent all his money and became poor during an 
unexpected famine. He got a job as a servant feeding pigs. 

Bittersweet Reunion - humbled son, father, angry son - The 
young man returned home, welcomed by his father with a 
celebration feast. The brother who had stayed home to 
serve his father was angry and bitter towards his brother. 

Addiction 

Addiction - the pitfall of becoming obsessed with a 
destructive substance, habit, lifestyle, or person. 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with addiction, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Jehoshaphat’s Prayer Story 
2 Chronicles 20:1-30 

Fearful King - sword, praying king - Let me tell you a story 
about a king who faced the possible annihilation of Judah. 

Prophesied Deliverance - speaking man, flame, cloud, 
sword - A vast army assembled to destroy Judah. King 
Jehoshaphat called the nation to prayer and fasting. The 
prophet Jahaziel said the LORD will fight in this battle. 

Chaos Valley - wilderness & bones - God struck the pagan 
armies with confusion. Chaos reigned and the armies 
destroyed one another. Judah did not have to fight. 

Victory Celebration - king, flag, road, city, rod & staff - Judah  
looted the treasures of the vanquished armies, gathered in 
Blessing Valley to celebrate, and returned home rejoicing. 

Confusion 

Confusion - the state of being unclear about the truth; 
uncertainty about what to do; bewilderment and fear. 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with confusion, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Fierce Windstorm Story 
Luke 8:22-25 

Sailing Adventure - Jesus & sailboat - Let me tell you a story 
about Jesus and his disciples almost drowning in a storm. 

Terrifying Storm - water, waves, cloud, rain, lightning - Jesus 
and his disciples got into a boat to cross a lake. Jesus fell 
asleep, and a fierce windstorm moved in over them. 

Grave Danger - waves, sailboat, disciple - As the frightening 
windstorm raged around them, water began to fill the boat. 
The disciples awoke Jesus, terrified of drowning to death. 

Creator’s Authority - Jesus speaking, wind, waves - Jesus 
got up and commanded the storm to cease, which it did. 
Jesus said, “Where is your faith?” and the disciples were 
astonished and amazed, wondering about Jesus’ identity. 

Danger 

Danger - the possibility of something or someone causing 
injury, suffering, or even death, often resulting in distress. 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with danger, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Elijah’s Despair Story 
1 Kings 19:1-8 

Enraged Queen - queen, sword, running man, flame - Let 
me tell you a story about a wicked queen’s death threats. 

Death Wish - bush, praying man, flame - After Elijah’s great 
victory over Baal’s prophets, Queen Jezebel threatened to 
kill him. Elijah ran far away and begged God to take his life. 

Angel Helper - angel, stones, bread, cup - Elijah fell asleep 
exhausted. An angel touched him and served him a meal of 
fresh baked bread and water, and then he fell asleep again. 

Miraculous Journey - man walking, flame, staff, road, 
mountain, cloud - The angel awoke Elijah again and sent 
him on a 40 day fast journey to meet God at Mount Horeb. 

Discouragement 

Discouragement - a loss of confidence or motivation, an 
experience of hopelessness, depression, or despair. 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with discouragement, share this story. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Gerasene Deliverance Story 
Luke 8:26-39 

Possessed Man - cave, man, chains - Let me tell you a story 
about a man possessed by thousands of demons. 

God’s Son - Jesus speaking, serpent speaking - Jesus and 
his disciples sailed to Gerasene and found an insane man 
possessed by thousands of demons. Jesus spoke to them, 
and they begged God’s Son not to send them back to hell. 

Violent Slaughter - shepherd, staff, pig, water - Jesus gave 
the demons permission to enter a local herd of pigs, which 
rushed into the lake and all drowned. The local shepherds 
were very upset and fearful. They asked Jesus to leave. 

Delivered Disciple - man speaking, cross, flag, path, town - 
Jesus told the rescued man to go home and tell his story. 

Evil 

Evil - immoral and malevolent, satanic forces or demons, 
demonic oppression or possession, fear of harm 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with evil, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Hannah’s Sorrow Story 
1 Samuel 1:1-20 

Painful Shame - man, mother, baby, woman - Let me tell you 
a story about a man with two wives, and one was childless. 

Cruel Family - mother, baby, son, broken woman - Elkanah 
had two wives. Peninnah had sons and daughters, and 
Hannah was infertile. Hannah’s sister-wife made fun of her 
every year until she wept and starved herself out of sorrow. 

Broken Heart - temple, praying woman, tears - One day 
they visited the Shiloh temple and Hannah prayed. She 
begged God to give her a son she would dedicate to him. 

Peace Blessing - priest, cloud, mother, baby - When Eli the 
local priest saw Hannah, he thought she was drunk. Hannah 
shared her heart, and Eli blessed her. Hannah found peace. 

Grief 

Grief - deep sorrow, a physical experience of emotional 
pain, heartache and misery, mourning over loss 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with grief, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Centurion’s Faith Story 
Matthew 8:5-13 

Healing Request - soldier speaking, Jesus - Let me tell you 
a story about a Roman officer who asked Jesus for help. 

Pure Faith - Jesus speaking, flame - The officer’s servant 
was very sick, and Jesus offered to come heal him. The 
centurion believed Jesus could heal with one spoken word. 

Two Destinations - table, bread, cup, woman, tears - Jesus 
told his followers that the Roman’s faith illustrated how 
disciples from all nations will be in heaven, while many of 
God’s people have rejected salvation and will suffer in hell. 

Immediate Recovery - servant, house, open door - Jesus 
rewarded the officer’s faith, instantly healing his servant. 

Health 

Health - the state of being free from illness or injury, good 
condition; physical, emotional, and spiritual wellness 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with health, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Joseph’s Temptation Story 
Genesis 39 

Wealthy Master - Potiphar, Joseph, house - Let me tell you a 
story about Joseph as the servant of a rich Egyptian official. 

Adultery Invitation - Joseph, woman, bed - Potiphar, the 
captain of Pharaoh’s guard, put Joseph in charge of his 
household. Potiphar’s wife lusted after Joseph and began 
asking him to sleep with her every day. Joseph refused. 

Successful Deception - Potiphar, Joseph, prison - Potiphar’s 
wife lied to her husband and accused Joseph of trying to 
sleep with her. He was enraged and sent Joseph to prison. 

Unstoppable Favor - soldier, Joseph, jail - God continued to 
show Joseph favor. The prison warden trusted Joseph and 
put him in charge of all the prisoners. God was with Joseph. 

Integrity 

Integrity - the quality and practice of honesty, moral 
righteousness; a lifestyle of purity and truthfulness 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with integrity, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Jesus’ Family Story 
Mark 3:20-35 

Divided House - house, broken line - Let me tell you a story 
about Israel’s leaders accusing Jesus of demon possession. 

Demon Prince - religious leader & serpent - Jesus was 
teaching in a house, and his family tried to stop him. Israel’s 
priests traveled there to accuse Jesus of following Satan. 

Holy Spirit - Jesus, shepherd staff, cloud, crown, flame - 
Jesus told a story about opposing kingdoms and a strong 
man’s house. Jesus spoke of the kingdom of heaven and 
invited his listeners to receive and follow the Holy Spirit. 

God’s Family - family, flags, cloud, crown, flame - Jesus’ 
earthly family tried to stop him from teaching. Jesus said his 
true spiritual family includes everyone who does God’s will. 

Loneliness 

Loneliness - sadness because one has no friends; a feeling 
of social rejection, an experience of isolation; disconnection 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with loneliness, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Suffering Woman Story 
Luke 8:43-48 

Chronic Illness - woman, tears, money bag - Let me tell you 
a story about Jesus healing a very sick, desperate woman. 

Anointed Healer - robe, cross, flame - A woman suffering for 
twelve years spent all her money on doctors with no results. 
When Jesus visited her town, she touched his robe. 

Glorious Freedom - broken chains - The woman was 
instantly healed, and Jesus felt some power leave him. He 
asked the disciples who touched him. They were confused. 

Powerful Faith - Jesus, woman, flag - The woman fell at 
Jesus’ feet and testified to her healing. Jesus said her faith 
was the reason. He sent her home with a peace blessing. 

Peace 

Peace - free from anxiety or distress, a restful experience of 
feeling content; trusting in God without needing anything 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with peace, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 

 14



Feeding 5,000 Story 
Mark 6:30-44 

Marvelous Feast - fish & bread - Let me tell you a story 
about Jesus feeding 5,000 men with a few fish & loaves. 

Spiritual Hunger - shepherd, boat, water, man - Jesus and 
the disciples were tired after a mission trip, so they crossed 
a lake to get alone and rest. Men from nearby towns found 
out, and a great crowd gathered to listen to Jesus’ teaching. 

Physical Hunger - cloud, Jesus, bread, fish - Though tired, 
Jesus taught the people. In the evening, Jesus asked the 
disciples to find food. Jesus blessed the fish and loaves. 

Satisfied Crowd - disciple, baskets, bread, fish - The 
disciples distributed the multiplied food. All 5,000 men ate 
and were satisfied. There were twelve baskets of leftovers! 

Provision 

Provision - the supplies a person or a family needs to live, 
such as water, food, shelter, and work; survival necessities 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with provision, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit what story to share next. 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Wealthy Seeker Story 
Mark 10:17-31 

Heaven Destination - prince, road, city - Let me tell you a 
story about a rich young ruler who wanted to go to heaven. 

Heaven’s Laws - path, waves, prophet - A wealthy prince 
asked Jesus how to go to heaven. Jesus first pointed him to 
Moses and obedience to the Ten Commandments. 

Heaven’s Treasure - prince, money bag, woman - The rich  
man said he had always kept the law. Jesus told him to sell 
everything, give to the poor, then follow him. The man left 
disappointed, unable to give up the fortune he cherished. 

Heaven’s Culture - man, cross, road, crown, cloud - Jesus 
then explained the culture of heaven: to love God, to love 
and serve others, to joyfully endure trials and persecution. 

Values 

Values - a code of ethics, a standard of behavior; principles 
to live by, what really matters in life; treasures of the heart 

• Pray. Meet up with a friend and listen to their stories. 
• If they struggle with values, share this story with them. 
• Draw the story illustrations and discuss the story. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal wisdom to your friend. 
• Pray. What personal testimony of freedom will you share? 
• Pray. What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do next? 
• Disciple your friend to become a Spirit-filled storyteller. 
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Maranatha Prayer 

The word “Maranatha” means, “Our Lord has come,” “Our 
Lord will return,” and “Come, Lord Jesus!” Let’s pray. 

Abba Father, we love you and praise your holy name. Let all 
the nations discover you as the Ancient of Days, the One 
who rules and reigns over all creation. Your dominion is 
everlasting and your love is perfect. (Daniel 7:13-14) 

Jesus Messiah, thank you for being our Life Carpenter, the 
Shepherd of our Souls. Thank you for courageously facing 
rejection by your own family, the covenant nation you 
selected to bear your glory. Thank you for building our 
salvation upon yourself, our Sure Foundation. (Mark 6:3-4) 

Holy Spirit, you are the Good Spirit of Heaven. You did not 
abandon Israel in the wilderness. You led this nation as a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of blazing fire through the 
night watches. You gave your people wisdom and fed them 
with heavenly bread and living water. Thank you for 
dwelling with us now, for guiding us in Truth, for baptizing 
us in resurrection life and power. (Nehemiah 9:19-20) 

Great Shepherd of the Sheep, we are your flock, and we 
need you. Every hour we need you. We depend upon you 
for every breath, and we desire your counsel for every 
decision. We are weak and heavy burdened, and you are 
the green pastures and quiet waters of our souls; the 

Strong Refuge Tower we desperately 
seek. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

We receive your peace to guard 
our hearts, and we rest in your 
presence as we live to worship 
you alone, in Jesus’ name amen. 

Maranatha! 
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