July 17, 2018
MISSION TO MEXICO – BENDICIONES TEAM REPORT
Greetings Prayer Warriors! The first thing to notice is that
we are no longer “Latin American Missions”, but rather
“Bendiciones”, Spanish for “blessings”. Our wonderful
friend, James Harvey, asked us to define our mission with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in a word or two which would best
describe what we do. The Lord gave us the name
“bendiciones” which represents the love, care, and blessings that we share with those who God sends
into our path with a need where we can bless them with the love of Jesus Christ physically, spiritually,
and emotionally.
Over the past year, we have had the honor and privilege to work with several groups of people serving
those who are dealing with the aftermath of the earthquakes. One of those groups has come to be our
“chicos and chicas”. When we went on our first medical mission in November, 2017, this group was all
strangers to us with a few exceptions from the Oaxaca area. They were doctors, medical personnel,
pastors, and missionaries from Yucatan, Mexico City, and Tabasco. By the end of that mission, we had
come to love and be loved by each of them and the people we served in the Mexican Isthmus. We went
back to the Isthmus with them in March 2018 and met dentists from Zacatecas and Queretaro, who
were joining our team. By the end of that trip, we were family. Also, on that trip, for the first time, the
group referred to themselves as MISAD – Ministerio Integral de Salud Asambleas de Dios (Integral
Health Ministries Assemblies of God). Although we are not “AG”, and we don’t speak Spanish very well,
this team has thoroughly adopted us as their Mama’ and Papa’, and we are so blessed to be working
with them (we are working on the Spanish part!! ).
Before we set out on the mission to San Esteban Tetelpan (a village within the Zacapetec de Hidalgo
area), we sat down with them for two days and watched them organize MISAD into what will become a
sustainable mission team to serve all of Mexico. They developed mission and vision statements (team at
work pictures below), and determined the roles of leadership and path forward for the organization.
They will still have our support and presence as they move forward to a driver’s seat position. We are so
blessed to be considered part of the team. Please read, enjoy, and share our mission report as we
describe some life changing moments we again witnessed serving in Mexico.

Dave and Patsy
https://blazingtrees.org/bendiciones/
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Mission to San Esteban Tetelpan – 6,7 July 2018
On September 19, 2017, a strong earthquake (magnitude 7.1) shook the central part of Mexico,
collapsing buildings in Mexico City and outlying areas. This followed an even larger earthquake which
occurred near midnight on September 7 of magnitude 8.1 off the coast of the Mexican Isthmus, which
had also affected the area. Some 370 people were killed in this second earthquake, and more than
6,000 suffered injuries. The village of San Esteban
Tetelpan in the state of Morelos, just 53 miles slightly
north of west from the epicenter of that earthquake,
suffered extensive damage from the earthquake that
day. While much media attention was paid to the
damage in Mexico City and some coverage in the
Isthmus, villages like Tetelpan were left to themselves
to recover as best they could. A local pastor’s call for
help brought the medical team now called MISAD to the
area to serve the medical and dental needs of the
village. The team consists of doctors, dentists, nurses,
other medical professionals, pastors, and missionaries,
who have committed to use their time, talent, and
resources, to serve those in need in Mexico. MISAD ministers to physical needs, but their prime focus is
salvation for all people in Mexico. Patsy and Dave Shuford have served with the team since inception in
2017.
The team arrived in Tetelpan on the morning of July 6, and began to work immediately with patients
from the village as they arrived. Over the 6th and 7th, the team served nearly 200 patients – men,
women, and children – giving of their time and skills to give these people a better life. Among the
patients was an elderly gentleman with a cancerous growth on his face. Although the doctors could not
remove the cancer in our remote setting, they were able to treat him and give him hope of a spiritual
nature. He desires Jesus to lead his life, and wants to study the Bible more with Christians. Another
gentleman of 100 years old was checked over by the doctors. We prayed with and loved on him. He
blessed us in many ways expressing hope of all of us meeting again one day in Heaven. There were
young mothers and mothers-to-be. There were some there who had never seen a dentist and required
significant oral surgery, fillings, cleanings, and reconstruction. There were a lot of children to see the
dentists and the doctors. Through it all, each patient received prayer and care, had a chance to talk to
the pastors about their struggles and faith, and received much needed medicine. The team – no matter
how tired – kept working until we had to close down and leave on Saturday afternoon.

The Dental Team: Drs. David Sanchez, Juan Carlos Santacruz, and Dra. Keila Romero. Dr. David and Dra.
Keila are from the state of Zacatecas. Dr. Juan Carlos is from Queretaro. Dra. Alicia Guerrero Merino, a
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member of the dental team, was unable to join us this time, but her son, Christopher, a very godly
young man, served alongside us.

Our doctors include Dra. Lily Mijangos, T.U.M. Obed Rivera, and Dr. Ricardo Colorado (left to right). Dra.
Lily is from Yucatan, Obed is from Tabasco, and Dr. Ricardo is from Queretaro. Dra. Rosario Basurto,
also a MISAD member, served with us the first two trips, but was unable to be with us in Morelos.

The team included pastors and counselors. Pastors Isidro Dzul (left) and Eliu Blanco (in the back) from
Yucatan were joined by Pastora Conny Zamarippa from Mexico City for this mission to provide loving
care, counseling, direction from God’s Word, and prayer for the patients. About 40 individuals
expressed a desire for Jesus to be Lord of their lives.

The first evening concluded with a debriefing, praise, and prayer as we reviewed the community’s needs
and prepared for the second day. We had a team of teenagers with us from Mexico City who helped the
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team mentor, Sandy Kazim, in the pharmacy. The team spent the night on the floor at the center and
slept (a little) in preparation for the next day’s work in the clinic. Following are some snapshots taken
on each of the days with the team and their patients.
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To serve with this amazing team is an honor and a privilege for us. God has truly blessed us in becoming
a part of it and being able to share their story.
The MISAD mission statement says: “To serve under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, with our abilities
and resources to vulnerable people in a comprehensive manner.”
Their vision statement reflects this mission: “To be a multidisciplinary health team that fosters physical,
spiritual and emotional changes so that Christ may be glorified.”
For Patsy and Dave, it is a mission of love for others, especially those in need. We ask your continued
prayers as plans are underway for future trips, including a mission in the state of Tabasco in January
2019. If you want to be a part of this, please see our webpage at: https://blazingtrees.org/bendiciones/.
It is through you that we are able to help people and to share the love of Christ with them. We are
developing opportunities for team trips in the future. We just praise God and give all the glory to Him.

5|Page

